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ment should be pursued by the more rapid development of fully
powered local institutions and the fuller participation of the
people in their own administrative services; (4) existing insti-
tutions should be extended in order to assist the evolution of
forms of self-government best suited to the traditions and cir-
cumstances of the people; and (5) the whole civilized world
should endeavour to bring the economic conditions of popu-
lations producing raw materials more nearly to the level of those
of industrialized countries.

The conception of partnership, which has been echoed by
Government speakers in Great Britain, has its critics. It is
thought that it implies an exclusive dominance of the colonial
power which may be unfavourable to the rapid development
of colonial self-government and of international collaboration.
In; the U.S.A. it has been interpreted as opposed to the inter-
national principle of trusteeship. Yet "trusteeship" is also out
of date as indicative of the relations between the Netherlands
European Kingdom and other Netherlands territories. The
Government has declared its intention of calling a post-war
conference between the Netherlands territories "directed
towards a Commonwealth in which the Netherlands, Indonesia,
Surinam and Curacao will participate, with complete self-
reliance and freedom of conduct for each part regarding its
internal affairs, but with readiness to render mutual assistance."
In the face of these difficulties, the phrase "equal status" has
been coined and has been endorsed by the British Labour
Party. It may well be thought that it kills the implication of
seniority and inferiority which partnership permits. Its adoption
would require a positive policy of equal association between all
peoples. Its danger is that it may seem to promise more than it
can perform.

However, without attaching overwhelming importance to
mere philosophy, it would* be psychologically useful to find a
new phrase, which would indicate a world purpose and serve
as a yardstick of separate colonial policies. To these ends, the
following is suggested: